At the beginning of this school year we got the announcement that a part of our school, the third grade, was going to join the project Fit For Europe. The goal of this project was to let the students learn about the European countries.

The students who were taking part in the project had to create a little project of their own, in this way the students learned about Europe and created a project for other young Europeans so that they can learn about Europe as well.  The students in our group are: Hans, Karan, Milou, Deniece and Lianne. We came up with the idea of a board game with question cards and written on them questions about European countries.  It was formed as a competition; the winning group would win a trip to Manchester to meet students from other countries who also were taking part in Fit For Europe. 
We had to develop a real board game before we had to do our presentation in our class. In the fifth test week of this year we had to present our idea twice, because our idea was chosen as the second best idea of our class and we had to repeat the presentation in the Grande Finale, in front of a jury (the 5 members of the jury were teachers) and the other groups that were selected from the other classes. 
There was a lot of tension when our group entered the classroom where the finale would take place, and the atmosphere in the room wasn’t helping us to lose our nerves. The jury told us that we were allowed to retreat, we didn’t have to take part in the finale. We were not sure whether we should try or not, we didn’t believe that we had a chance to win. There wasn’t a lot of time for us to think and we decided that we could give it a shot. We all were a bundle of nerves when we went to take our place in front of the other candidates and the jury, the presentation didn’t go flawless, some stumbled over their words and there was a problem with the slideshow. We received applause, the applause that all the groups received; we didn’t hear anything special in it, we also couldn’t see the promising looks in the eyes if the jury, we were glad, glad that this was finally over. 
The weeks that followed were hard and nerve wrecking, nobody knew anything about the decision from the jury. After a while, we gave up hope. 
One day, a member of our group came walking towards us, gestured that we had to walk to the hallway with her. She whispered in our ears that we had won the competition! It still feels surreal, but we are, of course, extraordinary happy. Manchester here we come!
Without a doubt, the Fit for Europe project was informative and fun!

Written by: Lianne Schoot & Deniece Chang 3G, The Netherlands.
